
Basic Raglan Cardigan
Judy Lillace

Novice Level: Fairly Easy
Skills required:
 Cast on
 Knit
 Purl
 Yarn Over
 Knit 2 Together
 Knit Front & Back
 Knitting in the round
 Bind off
 Weave end threads in
 Attach buttons

Materials:
 50g DK yarn*
 5 small buttons
 scrap yarn
 floss/thread to sew 
  buttons on
Tools:
 3.75 mm circular 
 knitting needle 80cm
 8 stitch markers
 1darning needle
 scissors
*I used Estelle Double Knit

Abreviations

RS = Right Side
WS = Wrong Side

K = Knit
P = Purl

YO = Yarn over
K2Tog = Knit 2 stitches to-

gether
pm = place marker
sm = slip marker

KFB = Knit front loop, leave 
on left needle then knit the 

back loop

A raglan sweater, whether a pull-
over or a cardigan, is knitted from 
the collar down. Increases are 
incorporated to create a yoke. Once 
the yoke increases are complete, the 
sleeve stitches are placed on scrap 
yarn, the fronts and the back are 
then knitted together and com-
pleted. You then knit the sleeves. 
Some people knit them flat and 
seam them; I like to knit them in 
the round so there are no seams.

This is a very simple raglan sweater. 
In a full sized sweater we would 
typically see extra stitches cast on 
in the armpit and then later picked 
up to add to the sleeve circumfer-
ence and further shaping. I did not 
do that in this pattern because it 
creates unnecessary bulk under the 
doll’s arms. 

I tried to write the instructions 
for this project with the idea that 
this might be the very first rag-
lan sweater you have ever made. I 
included a chart that gives you how 
many stitches you should have in 
each section of each row.

I have suggested using a lot of stitch 
markers. I wanted to “beginner-
proof ” the pattern. Intelligently 
placed stitch markers can make the 
difference between a project being 
easy, or needing to be ripped back 
to fix mistakes. If you are confident 
with fewer or no markers, all the 
power to you! Do what you are 
comfortable doing. However, if you 
are a beginner or this is your very 
first raglan knitting experience, 
I definitely recommend use all 8 
markers as suggested.

The sweater is knitted in stockinette stitch 
with a narrow 1x1 rib collar, button hole 
and button panel and a garter stitch hem.  
It has long sleeves with a garter stitch cuff. 
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47 4 5 2 4 2 13 2 4 2 5 4 5
55 4 6 2 6 2 15 2 6 2 6 4 7
63 4 7 2 8 2 17 2 8 2 7 4 9
71 4 8 2 10 2 19 2 10 2 8 4 11
79 4 9 2 12 2 21 2 12 2 9 4 13
87 4 10 2 14 2 23 2 14 2 10 4 15
95 4 11 2 16 2 25 2 16 2 11 4 17
103 4 12 2 18 2 27 2 18 2 12 4 19
111 4 13 2 20 2 29 2 20 2 13 4 21
119 4 14 2 22 2 31 2 22 2 14 4 23
127 4 15 2 24 2 33 2 24 2 15 4 25
135 4 16 2 26 2 35 2 26 2 16 4 27

Instructions
Using an 80cm long 3.75mm circular needle, 
cast on 47 stitches using long tail cast on 
method.

Begin collar:

Row 1 (RS): (K1, P1) repeat until 1 stitch 
remains, K1
Row 2 (WS): (P1, K1) repeat until one stitch 
remains, P1
Row 3: repeat row 1
Row 4: repeat row 2

Set up for raglan increases:

Please refer to the chart below. It is read from 
right to left, top down..

*****Left front and right front refer to how it 
sits on the needles when you are looking at it 
from the RS.  It’s NOT  left and right as if you 
are wearing the sweater!.****

The first line of the chart is the set up row. 
It indicates the marker placement and does 
not have any increases in it. It translates as 
follows:
Row 5: (K1, P1) twice, k5, pm, k2, pm, k4, 
pm, k2, pm, k13, pm, k2, pm, k4, pm, k2, pm, 
k5, (P1, K1) twice.
Row 6, (P1, K1) twice, purl to last 4 stitches, 
slipping all markers as you go,  (K1, P1) twice.

Raglan Yoke Section Overview:

The yoke is divided in 5 sections that 
include the left front, left sleeve, back, 

right sleeve and right front. 

The left front and right front each con-
tain a 4-stitch border that will overlap 
at the centre front of  the cardigan to 
create a button panel. Buttonholes are 
located in the left front border (see be-
low for details).

You will always knit the 4 stitch border 
at the beginning and end of  the row in 
the established rib pattern except on 
the buttonhole rows.

Increases are done on the RS rows only. 
(WS rows are purled except for the 4 
border stitches on either end.)

You will increase 8 stitches over the 
course of  each entire row.  Refer to the 
chart below to see how many stitches 
there will be between the markers once 
each increase row is complete. Read 
chart from right to left, top to bottom.

The increases are made using a kfb in 
the stitch next to the markers as follows:

Before marker #1 and after marker #2
Before marker #3 and after marker #4
Before marker #5 and after marker #6
Before marker #7 and after marker #8

Buttonhole rows:

Buttonholes are made on the RS in the 
left border as follows: YO, K2Tog, P1, K1

Buttonholes are located on rows 9, 19, 
29, 39 and 49. 

To make the yoke

On RS rows (odd numbered beginning 
with row 7)

(K1, P1) twice 
knit to one stitch before marker, kfb; (this is 
the right front section)
sm#1, k2, sm#2, 
kfb, k to 1 stitch before marker, kfb, (this is 
the right sleeve section)
sm#3, k2, sm#4, 
kfb, knit to 1 stitch before marker, kfb, (this is 
the back)
sm#5, k2, sm#6, 
kfb, knit to 1 stitch before marker, kfb (this is 
the left sleeve section)
sm#7, k2, sm#8
kfb, knit to last 4 stitches (this is the left front 
section)
***(P1, K1) twice *** [Except on  rows 9, and 
19: These are buttonhole rows: ***YO, K2Tog, 
P1, K1*** instead.] (this is the left border) 

On WS rows (even numbered rows):

(P1, K1) twice
Purl to last 4 stitches, slipping all markers as 
you come to them.
(K1, P1) twice

Continue doing this until you have completed 
the chart below. The blue boxes indicate but-
tonholes. 

You should have 135 stitches on your needle 
and you will have completed row 28 (WS 
row).
Dividing off the sleeves



The next step is to separate the stitches that 
will become the sleeves.

Thread some scrap yarn (about 12” long or 
so) onto a tapestry needle.

Row 29:

(K1, P1) twice, 
knit to marker #1, remove marker, k1,
slide those stitches onto the right needle 
enough so they won’t drop off as you do the 
next step.

Slip 28 stitches purlwise onto the tapestry 
needle, removing markers #2 and #3 as you 
go. Carefully slide stitches well onto the left 
needle so they won’t drop. Pull scrap yarn 
through the sleeve stitches enough so you can 
tie the ends together. This will hold them until 
you are ready to knit the sleeve.

You will now knit the back section stitches. 
It’s really important that you knit the first 
few stitches very tightly. These will be in the 
armpit later and the tighter you make them, 
the less fuss you’ll have later.

K37 stitches removing markers #4 and #5 as 
you go. Slide the stitches well onto the right 
needle to keep them from dropping.

Slip 28 stitches purlwise onto scrap yarn,  re-
moving marker #6 as you go, using a tapestry 
needle. Making sure to slide your stitches well 
out of the way on the left needle so they won’t 
drop, pull the scrap yarn through the sleeve 
stitches and tie off the scrap yarn.

K17 stitches, removing markers # 7 and #8 as 
you go. Be sure to knit the armpit stitches as 
tightly as you can.
YO, K2Tog, P1, K1 (buttonhole)

Row 30: (P1, K1) twice, purl to last 4 stitches, 
(K1, P1) twice.

The completed yoke
Sweater Body

Row 31: (K1, P1) twice, knit to last 4 stitches, 
(P1, K1) twice.

Row 32: (P1, K1) twice, purl to last 4 stitches, 
(K1, P1) twice

Rows 33 to 38: repeat rows 31 and 32

Row 39: (K1, P1) twice, knit to last 4 stitches, 
YO, K2Tog, P1, K1

Row 40: (P1, K1) twice, purl to last 4 stitches, 
(K1, P1) twice

Row 41 to 48: repeat rows 41 and 42

Row 49: (K1, P1) twice, knit to last 4 stitches, 
YO, K2Tog, P1, K1

Row 50: (P1, K1) twice, purl to last 4 stitches, 
(K1, P1) twice

Row51: (K1, P1) twice, knit to last 4 stitches, 
(P1, K1) twice.

Row 52: (P1, K1) twice, purl to last 4 stitches, 
(K1, P1) twice

Row 53 to 55: (K1, P1) twice, knit to last 4 
stitches, (P1, K1) twice.

Bind off

Sleeves

Transfer sleeve stitches from one sleeve onto 
needle. Attach yarn. Using magic loop (or 
dpn’s if you prefer) knit all stitches. When 
you finish the round, pick up 2 stitches in the 
armpit from the body of the sweater. Join in 
and continue knitting in the round. 

Knit 17 rounds in stockinette. (Knit all the 
stitches on each round.)

Garter stitch cuff: Purl 1 round; Knit 1 round; 
Purl 1 round. Bind off. Weave in the ends, 
taking care to eliminate holes. Repeat with 
second sleeve.

Finishing

Weave in any remaining ends.

Line up the button hole panel over the 
button panel. Mark the placement of the 
buttons with stitch markers. Attach but-
tons securely. I used DMC embroidery 
floss for mine but you can use regular 
sewing thread, or if the holes in the but-
tons are large enough you could use some 
of the yarn from the sweater.

transfer sleeve 
stitches onto needle
remove scrap yarn

knit the first
round

pick up the first
armpit stitch of 2

pick up the second
armpit stitch of 2

knit the first
armpit stitch of 2

knit the second
armpit stitch of 2
join in the round

sleeve stitches divided onto scrap yarn
body stitches combined onto needle

use stitch markers to lay out 
button placement


