
I want to be clear that I did 
not design this pattern. This 
pattern has been around for 
so long, I doubt anyone actu-
ally knows who designed it. 
My mother was knitting it up 
40 years ago and she learned it 
from someone who had been 
knitting it for a long time be-
fore that.

Basic Dishcloth
designer unknown

Beginner Level: Easy
Skills required:
 Cast on
 Knit
 Yarn Over
 Knit 2 Together
 Bind off
 Weave end threads in

Materials:
 50g* ball of cotton, bam-
boo, linen (or a combination 
of these fibres) in a worsted 
or aran weight for a standard 
sized cloth. 

If you want to make facecloths 
or baby washcloths use a DK 
(light worsted) or a 4-ply yarn 
(sock weight. The cloth will be 
smaller and have a finer tex-
ture.)

Tools:
4mm or 4.5 mm knitting nee-
dles**
1darning needle
scissors or thread clipper
optional 4mm corchet hook

*you won’t need all of it for one 
dishcloth.

** You can use single point 
needles or a circular needle, 
whichever you prefer. If you 
tend to knit tight use the larger 
needles.

Abreviations

K = Knit
YO = Yarn over

K2Tog = Knit 2 stitches to-
gether

Instructions
Cast on 4 stitches
Row 1: K4
Rows 2 - 42: K2, YO, K to 
end of row (you will have 
45 stitches on your lon-
gest row)
Rows 43 - 83: K1, K2Tog, 
YO, K2Tog, K to end of 
row (you will have four 
stitches on the last of 
these rows)
Cast off

Optional: You can cro-
chet a hanging loop us-
ing either chain stitches 
or single crochets if you 
desire.

Using a darning needle, 
weave ends of yarn into 
the work.

Notes:

This dishcloth is knit diago-
nally starting with 4 stitches 
and increasing each round un-
til there are 45 stitches on the 
needle. It is then decreased 1 
stitch per row until back to 4 
stitches.

The result is a squre cloth  in 
garter stitch with a narrow 
border defined by a simplest 
lace pattern


